Handout: Volunteer Profiles

	Volunteer 1 
You are a young woman, 19, from a Moroccan family. Your parents immigrated 25 years ago but you & your older brother were born in Europe. Your social group is made up of mainly other Moroccan immigrants and their children. You almost never interact with other ethinic or religious groups.

You have finished your secondary school education but have never worked or earned money outside the home. You spend most of your time helping your mother run the household. Once a week, you visit an informal girls’ club where young women from a similar background meet to speak together. At your age you are under considerable pressure from your family and community to get married and start a family.



	Volunteer 2 
You are a young man, 20, from a Turkish family. Your parents immigrated 25 years ago but you and your 3 younger brothers and sisters aged 15, 13 & 10, were born in Europe. Your social group is made up of mainly other Turkish immigrants and their families. You almost never interact with other ethnic or religious groups.

You've finished your basic secondary school education - but without certification - you earn a below-mimum wage as a plumber's assistant. A large part of this money is given directly to your family. You are under pressure to get married and start a family.



	Volunteer 3 
You are a young man - 18 - who lives in a poor neighbourhood (high unemployment / low-level facilities) in an inner-city. You had difficulties at school so you left at 16. You come from a large, Catholic family - you have 7 brothers and sisters, you are fifth in line.

Your father, mother and oldest brother all work but only at minimum wage level. Over the last two years, you have not been able to find work. You have taken part in some activities of the local yuoth club but you often spend your time hanging round on the streets. You have been involved in crime (pickpocketing, car theft). You enjoy drinking with your friends and occasionally use soft drugs. You have good connections to the black market and you are thinking about earning large amounts of money in this way.



	Volunteer 4 
You are a young woman, 21 years old, who have applied for official refugee status in your new country. You had to flee your native viillage in the middle of the night to avoid the fighting between army and rebel groups. You had to leave everything behind you so you have no documents or prove of identiity. In your home country, you were enrolled in a business training programme. Your family were prosperous business owners and you had the chance to make many vacation trips to foreign countries.

Now, due to your unclear status, your family has no access to their money in your home country. Since you have been in your new country, you have been working on a voluntary basis with children of other refugees. You try to keep active in several different groups (sports / civic activities) so have many acquaintances but have not managed to make any real friends. You also encounte racist remarks quite regularly.



	Volunteer 5
You are a young man - 23 - who has just finished a 4-year professional training course in youth work. You feel very proud of yourself and feel ready to put your new knowledge into practice. However, before you get down to work, you have decided to see a bit of the world. You want to learn more about youthwork methods and strategies in other countries.

You don't have much money left after your studies but you are not too concerned about this. Your family has said that they can lend you small amounts of money if you need it. You suffer from chronic arthritis pain mainly in your fingers and knees. Some days you are unable to type of your computer or walk through your house because of this pain.



	Volunteer 6
You are a young woman - 19 - and have had a difficult past particularly within your family. You have suffered physical and emotional abuse from close family members. Your form of escape route has taken the shape of heroin addiction. Recently (about 12 monhs ago), you have found the motivation and support to come off the drugs and completed a drug rehabilitation programme.

You have been unable to find work since because this aspect of your past appears on your medical records. You have recently moved away from home into supported accommodation where you have a special mentor to help your re-integration.



	Volunteer 7 
You are a young woman - 22 - with two young children (one of 3 years, one of 18 months). Their father left you before the second one was born and you receive no financial support from him. However, your parents are very supportive and look after the children from time to time. 

You receive child benefit and housing benefit at home. You attend a mother and toddler group at the local nursery and two mornings a week, you actually volunteer there also. You have two good friends in similar situation to yourself.



	Volunteer 8
You are a blind volunteer - 20. You've been involved in Scouting activities - camps etc. You can function fairly independently once you know your surroundings.

Your brothers and sisters have often travelled abroad and you are very motivated to try it out too. EVS seems like the ideal to you. Your part-time job gives you adequate money and flexibility to do this. You have not acquired the official school-leaving certificate but you have a good ear for languages. You aspire nothing more than moving on to a full-time job in order to be able to live independently of your family.


